disc’s edge is a one-inch globe representing the earth. The metal shaft which 
holds the earth represents its axis and is inclined at the proper 23, degrees from 
the vertical. When the visitor pushes the button the earth travels about the sun, 
rotating as it goes. Then it revolves once again about the sun, stopping success- 
ively at the beginning date of each of the four seasons. While this is going on 
a metal curtain opens to show a rotating earth (in a larger or close-up view) 
with simulated sunlight falling on it. Here the sunlight keeps pace with the 
smaller globe of the earth as it progresses around the sun. In summer the sun- 
light envelops the North Pole of the large spinning globe; then it recedes as 
autumn approaches; and just reaches neatly to both poles at the equinoxes. 

To make doubly sure the visitor understands, illuminated panels of textual 
matter flash on in succession, and at the proper moment. 

This striking exhibit was financed through the generosity of Academy mem- 
ber Paul I. Fagan. 

PHoto Cirnic HELp 
ACADEMY MEMBERS were on hand with their cameras Sunday, March 27, for 
the Photo Clinic held in Morrison Auditorium by Richard and Frances Mercer, 
San Francisco professional photographers and advertising illustrators. The clinic 
was sponsored by the San Francisco Examiner, and arranged by the Examiner's 
camera editor, Herm Lenz. 
STUDENT SECTION 

RECENT FIELD TRIPs by the Student Section were a tour of Lick Observatory on 
March 19, arrangements by Edgar Lehman, and an all-day work session repair- 
ing nature trails on the Ralston L. White Estate on March 26. 


ASTRONOMY SECTION 
STILLMAN Drake, editor of a recent edition of Galileo's Dialogues on the Two 
Systems of the World, will be the speaker at the next meeting of the Astronomy 
Section, at 8 p. m., Wednesday, April 27, in the Student Lecture Room. He will 
speak on “Galileo’s Contributions to Astronomy.” 


New MEMBERS 


THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS were elected by the Council at its meeting of March 
9, 1955: 


REGULAR MEMBERSHIP FamMiIty MEMBERSHIP 

Mr. Ingemar FE. Hoberg 

Mr. Chester J. Mott, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Sewell 
STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 

Wayne Engel 

Robert Macklin 


Mrs. E. Beechinor 

Mr. Eugene B. Bizzcll 

Mr. John J. Brenner 

Mr. Robert S. Brenner 

Miss Marion Martin Vandevere 
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April Announcement 


THE REGULAR Aprit meeting will be held at 8:15 p. m., Wednesday, April 6, in 
the Morrison Auditorium. Dr. Olin Sewall Pettingill, Jr., Audubon screen tour 
lecturer, will present a color film: 


“Trp o THE MITTEN” 
Dr. Pettingill’s unique film has its setting in the northern tip of the mitten- 
shaped lower peninsula of Michigan, an area of magnificent forests, lush bogs 
and marshes, blue lakes, clear streams and verdant farmlands. Here at the 
University of Michigan Biological Station—the world’s largest summer school 
for field biology—the film unfolds an absorbing story of scientific study and 
discovery. 

How do life scientists carry on their studies outdoors? What do they see and 
learn? Of what value is their effort to man’s welfare? These questions Dr. 
Pettingill answers as he shows and describes scientists at work: plant ecologists 
recording the “action” on a “live” sand dune; limnologists mapping a lake 
bottom; ichthyologists tracking down the dreaded sea lamprey (the most serious 
enemy of game and commercial fishes in the Great Lakes basin); parasitologists 
studying the causes of “swimmer’s itch” (the scourge of summer bathers); and 
protozodlogists determining the carriers of bird malaria. Other scientists are 
shown at work, collecting insects, marking snakes, counting birds, and banding 
bats. “Tip o’ the Mitten” is an album of superb outdoor wildlife photography 
as well as a topnotch documentary film. 

Dr. Pettingill, who received his doctorate from Cornell University, is known 
nationally as an ornithologist. He is the author of the Laboratory and Field 
Manual of Ornithology, a standard textbook, and of 4 Guide to Bird Finding, 
two volumes, East and West. Dr. Pettingill is an associate professor of zodlogy 
at Carleton College, Northfield, Minnesota, and he is associated with the Uni- 
versity of Michigan Biological Station at Cheboygan. Recently he was engaged, 
for two years, in the Whooping Crane research project, and he was co-leader 
of the Cornell University-Carleton College Ornithological Expedition to Mexico. 
In 1953 he was sent to the Falkland Islands by Walt Disney to make a docu- 
mentary movie on penguins, 


ScreNcE Fair OPENS 
Tue seconp annual Bay Area Science Fair will be held here at the Academy 
April 15 to 21. More than 300 science projects have already been entered for 
the fair, representing 77 senior and junior high schools in 12 counties. 
Among early entries are a miniature atom smasher that works; a “logic 
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machine”; an explanation of the radar system which permits bats to fly blind; 
and an exhibit detailing a method of feeding space platform crewmen with 
edible alga. As in last year’s fair there is no evidence that teen-agers are lacking 
in imagination or inventiveness. 

According to Robert A. Rice, head of the Berkeley High School Science 
Department, and director of the fair this year, the purpose of the competition 
is to encourage high school students to seek careers in science and engineering. 
The fair is open to all science students in public, private, and parochial high 
schools in the 12 Bay area counties. 


LarGEsT SNAKE 
Sremuart Agvarium has on display a 10-foot boa constrictor, the largest snake 
ever placed on exhibit here. The reptile was a gift from Police Officer Charles 
Capwell, Jr., who got it for a pet but decided it was a bit too large to keep 
around the house. 
Jackson Opens Law Office 

ArMEKA TI’, Jackson, who for three years has cared for the reptiles in Steinhart 
Aquarium, resigned last month from the staff. He recently passed the State Bar 
exams and is now in the process of opening an office at 3286 Adeline Street, 
Berkeley, where he will practice law. 

For Jackson, 41, and the father of four children, the past five years have been 
but one long, concentrated drive toward his goal. For the last four years he 
attended San Francisco Law School four evenings a week. Before that he spent 
a year of concentrated study, taking University of California Extension courses 
and other adult education classes to fill out deficiencies in his former schooling. 
Jackson was graduated from Flipper-Key-Davis, a church-supported small college 
in Oklahoma. 

Jackson recalls his tour of duty at the Aquarium with pleasure despite the 
fact that his charges were sometimes a bit difficult (he has been bitten by both 
an alligator and a gila monster), but he is eagerly looking forward to his new 
career, in which he hopes “to be of service to my community and my race.” 

The briefcase which Jackson is holding in the cover illustration was presented 
to him as a token of esteem by his associates at the Academy. Dr. Robert C. 
Miller, director of the Academy, made the presentation at a party held in Jack- 
son’s honor on February 28. 


REASONS FOR THE SEASONS 

A. S. Gerren of the instrument shop has just finished an exhibit that demon- 
strates why we have seasons. The exhibit, which consists mainly of a highly 
complex maze of electrical circuits, makes the rather diffhicult-to-explain astro- 
nomical reasons for the seasons crystal clear. To do this Getten has combined 
a mechanical calendar and two separate working models of the sun-earth system. 

The new exhibit will be installed in the Planetarium foyer by April 15. 

When the Academy visitor first approaches the exhibit he sees a large disc, 
representing the earth’s orbit, graduated in the months and days of the year. 
At the center of the dise is the sun, about four inches in diameter, and at the 
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